
 

 

 

 
Missoula County Fairgrounds Special District - Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What property(ies) will be in the Special District being proposed at the Fairgrounds?  The Fairgrounds Special 
District will encompass only the County-owned Fairgrounds property. No property other than the existing Fairgrounds is 
proposed to be part of the Special District.  

 

Why is a Special District being created at the Fairgrounds?  The Fairgrounds Special District is being proposed to allow 
for financing the redevelopment of the Fairgrounds in a more efficient and transparent manner than other tools 
available.  By creating a Special District and using it to finance renovations, all Fairgrounds projects will be listed in one 
section of the Missoula County budget, allowing citizens to easily see the cost per project during the renovation. 

 

How is the Special District being paid for?  In the FY18 budget, the Missoula County Commission approved three (3) new 
mills for the Fairgrounds, with the intent to use them annually for renovation of the Fairgrounds. These three Fairgrounds 
mills will join with an existing and ongoing one-half (.5) mill allocated for the County Weed District and an existing and 
ongoing one-half (.5) mill allocated for the County Extension Office for a total of four mills (about $893,000 per year at his 
time). This ongoing millage will be used to pay the debt-service and other costs of the Special District. 

 

Will my taxes go up? Will there be a new assessment on my tax bill for the Special District? No. All mills associated with 
the Fairgrounds Special District are already on your tax bill. 

 

What changes will I see at the Fairgrounds in the near future? Phase I of Fairgrounds redevelopment includes: historic 
building renovations; water and sewer main extensions; a new maintenance shop; a new Learning Center to house the 
County Weed District and County Extension Office; new concessions; commuter and walking trails; new open space; new 
perimeter fencing; and site grading and preparation for a new rodeo arena, livestock center, and ice facilities. 

 

When is work expected to start?  Work has already begun behind the scenes, but the public will begin to see 
construction on the grounds spring 2018, when new water and sewer infrastructure is put in place. This will quickly be 
followed by work to preserve the historic Commercial and Culinary buildings.  

 

What other funding sources is the County planning to use to fund renovation projects?  The County continues to 
apply for and has been awarded grants for use in some renovation projects, such as the addition of an elevator to the 
Commercial Building.  The County is also working with public and private partners to raise funds for buildings and 
amenities such as the new trails, open space, ice rinks, livestock building and others.  
 
How can I submit public comment to the Board of County Commissioners? Can I protest? Because there are no 
properties other than the Fairgrounds in the proposed Special District, there are no other property owners eligible for the 
protest process outlined in Montana Code Annotated 7-11-1008. However, as a citizen, you are invited to make formal 
public comment at a public hearing on March 22, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. or at a second public hearing expected to be May 24, 
2018 at 2:00 p.m. in the County Courthouse. You can also email the Board of County Commissioners at 
bcc@missoulacounty.us. 

 

Where can I see the design of the new Fairgrounds? Now that Master Planning is complete, design has begun in earnest. 
In April 2018, the draft Schematic Design will be released for public comment and presented to the Commission along 
with Design Guidelines for the Fairgrounds. You can stay informed on Fairgrounds redevelopment by 
visiting www.missoulafairgrounds.com. 
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